CONSTITUTION OF THE
INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
(Approved November 16, 2009)
ARTICLE I

Purpose

 

Section I

A.     The name of this organization shall be the Interfraternity Council of George Mason University (herein after referred to as the IFC).

B.      The IFC shall seek to represent the interests of all chartered fraternities and colonies on this campus.

C. 

The purpose of the Interfraternity Council of George Mason University is to provide support for all recognized affiliate organizations, promote the common values of brotherhood, scholarship, philanthropy, and service, as well as to advocate on behalf all recognized affiliate chapters and colonies. 

ARTICLE II

Member Affiliation

Section I: Chapter Affiliation

A.     The purpose of this article is to set a probationary membership in which a Fraternity may obtain voting rights in the IFC. The probationary membership shall last from the first IFC meeting of the semester till the final meeting of the semester. While on Probationary Membership status, the Fraternity has all rights that are due, including but not limited to: making motions and participating in discussions. During this time the fraternity must complete the following:

I.) Must be a nationally recognized chapter or colony of their national fraternity to be a fully recognized or probationary member of the IFC

II.) Follow all rules and regulations set forth by the IFC for the duration of the probationary period.

III.) Be an active participant in IFC activities including intramural sports, Greek week, and all mandatory IFC sponsored programming.

Failure to complete all of the prerequisites will result in denial of voting rights until the following semester where they may be brought up again for consideration.


At the final IFC meeting of the semester during which a chapter or colony is under probationary membership, a vote will be cast and the probationary member fraternity must obtain 50% of the votes in favor of them receiving voting rights. 

B.
 Requirements for Active Chapters and Colonies

I.) Active chapters must maintain all stipulations as set forth under the probationary member requirements. 
II.) Failure to comply with any or all of the active member requirements may result in the loss of recognition by the Interfraternity Council of George Mason University. 
ARTICLE III

IFC Legislative Board

Section I:  Membership

A.      The voting members of the IFC Legislative Board shall be the presidents, or his designated delegate, of all recognized IFC chapters or colonies. 
 

B.       Each organization must submit to the Executive Vice President the names of the chapter president and of one person authorized to vote in place of the president within the first IFC meeting of each semester to be collected by the VP of Finance and Records. If the president or his designated delegate is not in attendance, then the chapter will forfeit its right to vote during their absence. 
C.  Every chapter and colony of IFC will have one vote in all matters.

1.      Voting rights can be suspended by the Executive Board for failure to pay dues and/or fines.

2.      Voting rights will be withheld from a chapter for a meeting if the president or designated delegate is not present.

3.      Voting by proxy for the president or his designated delegate will not be allowed.

4.      A photo ID must be presented with all balloted votes, where there the VP of Finance and Records will confirm if the voter is a registered delegate or chapter president with the IFC.

Section II:  Meetings and Attendance

 

A.     Regularly scheduled meetings shall be held weekly unless otherwise specified by the president.

 

B.     Emergency meetings will be held at the discretion of the president.  Seventy-two hours notice must be given if disciplinary action is to be taken.

 

C.     Any absences of four or more will result in a twenty-five dollar fine per missed meeting.

1.      Appeals for missed meetings will be heard by the Executive Board.

2.      If a chapter, in one semester, is fined for missing four or more meetings, that chapter will automatically be referred to the Judicial Board for a hearing.

3.      If a chapter fails to pay a fine for missing a meeting by the fourth regularly scheduled IFC meeting after the issuance of the fine, they will be referred to the Judicial Board at the discretion of the Executive Council.

 

Section III:  Powers and Duties of Legislative Board

 

            The IFC Legislative Board can:

A.       Legislate rules and general policies with respect to the operation of IFC policies and regulations.
  

B.       Call for a vote of no confidence against any member of the Executive Board.  For removal of an officer, this motion must pass by a ¾ majority of all IFC voting delegates.
 

C.       Suspend or expel any colony or chapter from the IFC based on official recommendation from the IFC judicial board.  

 

D.        Overturn any executive veto of legislation by a 2/3 majority. 
 

ARTICLE IV

The Executive Council

 

Section I:  Membership

 

A.       The Executive Council shall consist of the President, Executive Vice President, Judicial and Risk Vice President, Rush Vice President, Public Relations Vice President, Activities Vice President, Academic Vice President, Vice President of Finance and Records, Vice President of Information Technology.
 

B.        All members of the Executive Council have no voting power in the Legislative Board except as noted in ARTICLE IV Section III subsection A point 6.

 

Section II:  Powers and Duties of Executive Council

 

            The Executive Council shall:

A.     Enforce all Articles, rules and regulations governing the IFC.

  

 

Section III:  Officers Duties

 

A.     President

1.      To conduct and maintain order at any meetings of the IFC Legislative Board through Robert’s Rules of Order.

2.      To represent and act as the official spokesman of the IFC to the administration, the university community and to the other umbrella organizations.

3.      To delegate certain powers, authority and duties to other E.C. members, committee chairs or Legislative Board members.

4.      To promote the general welfare of fraternities at George Mason University.

5.      To appoint Committee chairman and Judicial Board members.

6.      To vote only to break a tie in the Legislative Board.

7.      Shall not serve a concurrent term as chapter president.

8.      Serve as representative for IFC.
9. 
   Veto proposed legislation.

 

B.     Executive Vice President

1.      To perform all the duties of the president in the event that the president is absent.

2.      To ensure compliance of the fraternities to the IFC constitution.

3.      To perform those duties assigned to him by the president.

4.      To coordinate and oversee the operations of all committees of the IFC.

5.      To act as prosecutor during judicial board hearings.

 

C.     Vice President of Finance and Records
1.      To perform all the duties of the President or Vice President in their absence.

2.      To accurately manage the finances and distribute all billings and fines of the IFC.

3.      To consult regularly with the Legislative Board, the Executive Board and the adviser regarding the financial status of the IFC.

4.      To keep a permanent record of all proceedings of the IFC.

5.      To record and distribute minutes of all IFC meetings to member fraternities, colonies and selected members of the administration.

6.      To keep on file the IFC Constitution and any IFC By-Laws and distribute them upon request of a chapter or colony.

7.
   To have on file a Chapter President, IFC Executive Board, and IFC Legislative Board contact list.

D.     Judicial and Risk Vice President

1.      To preside over Judicial Board.

2.      Shall be responsible for the conduct of Judicial Board meetings.

3.      To act as the primary authority to the IFC on all applicable articles and regulations.

4.
   To conduct a review of the IFC Constitution during the current semester, and report the review’s findings to the IFC community by the conclusion of that semester.
5.      To oversee operations of the Judicial Board.
6.
To lead a mandatory workshop once a semester to discuss and facilitate feasible risk management policy.

7.
To meet at least once a semester with each IFC chapter’s president or risk management head and discuss

8
To work on any other risk management related plans or events as directed by the President or Vice President of IFC.

9. Conduct training for Judicial Board delegates to take place prior to the first regularly scheduled meeting of the Fall and Spring semesters.

E.      Rush Vice President

1.      To head the Rush Committee.

2.      To be responsible for drafting and distribution of rush rules to the executive council and all recognized affiliate chapters and colonies.

4.      To report any infractions of rush rules to the executive council.

5.      Shall not be rush chair of his fraternity while serving in this position.

 

F.      Public Relations Vice President

1.      Shall be responsible for issuing press releases to the appropriate medium on any issues affecting the member fraternities of IFC.

2.     To coordinate all IFC sponsored community programming and initiatives.

3.     To distribute information and promote involvement in IFC affiliate organizations programs and events.
 

G.     Activities Vice President

1.      Shall chair the activities committee.

2.      Shall serve as IFC chair for the planning and implementation of Greek Debut, Greek Week and any other additional activities or functions in which all member fraternities are invited to participate.

3.      To be responsible for keeping track of the standards for Presidents Cup, All Sports Cup and all IFC intramural activities.

 

H.     Academics Vice President

1.      Monitor and enforce the academic standards and policy as establish by IFC.
2.      Shall help all chapters of the IFC coordinate academic policies or activities.


J.
Information Technology Vice President

1. To update, maintain, and improve the IFC website.

2. To coordinate with other Vice Presidents in the planning and implementation of technology within the IFC community’s meetings and events. 

Section IV:  Eligibility to Hold Office

 

            In order to hold office, a candidate must meet these requirements:

A.      Must be in good academic standing with the university with a 2.25 cumulative and have received a GPA of a 2.25 or above in the semester to, or while holding office.

 

B.       Must be an active member of a fully recognized IFC chapter or colony.

 

C.      Must be enrolled in George Mason University as twelve or more credit hours.

 

Section V:  Vacancies in Executive Board Offices

 

A.      In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the Executive Vice President shall assume the office of President.

 

B.      Vacancies in any other office shall be filled by election.

 

ARTICLE V

Judicial Board

 

Section I:  Membership and Term of Office

 

A.     The IFC Judicial Board shall consist of the voting delegate of each recognized IFC chapter or colony.

1.      The voting delegate shall be the IFC chapter or colony’s President or his designated delegate, as verified by the Vice President of Finance and Records.
2.      The Judicial Board will be chaired by the IFC Vice President of Judicial and Risk who can vote only in the case of a tie.

3.      The Vice President shall act as prosecutor during a Judicial Board hearing.

 

Section II:  Powers and Duties of the IFC Judicial Board

 

            The Judicial Board shall:

A.     Adjudicate all cases involving violations of IFC policies.

 

B.     Interpret this Constitution or other IFC judicial legislation when cases of dispute arise.

 

C.     Recommend sanctions, up to and including expulsion, to the Judicial and Risk Vice President for chapters found guilty of violating IFC policies.

 

D.    Uphold the rights and privileges of all chapters and members thereof with regard to procedural fairness as outlined in the Judicial Board By-Laws.

 

ARTICLE VI

Elections

Section I

Elections can only be announced at a regularly scheduled IFC meeting. 
 

Section II

 

Elections will be held one week prior to the final regularly schedule IFC meeting of the Fall semester.   

 

Section III Eligibility and Timeline
1. Installation of new officers shall be held by the last regularly scheduled meeting of the semester.

2. Nominations will be open two weeks prior to the election, and are open until Election Day.

3. Each IFC member wishing to run for office must be:

a. Nominated by an IFC member.

b. Active in their respective chapter for at least two semesters excluding the pledge period.

c. Must be in good standing within their respective chapter and George Mason University.

Section IV Procedure

1. Procedure is to be the same for all elected. 
2. Elections will be conducted in the following order: President, Executive Vice President, Vice President for Finance and Records, Judicial and Risk Vice President, Rush Vice President, Public Relations Vice President, Academic Vice President, Vice President of Information Technology. The position of Activities Vice President will be elected prior to the final regularly scheduled meeting of the Spring semester. 

3. The VP of Finance and Records is to confirm the identity of all voting delegates prior to the opening of elections.

4. Each nominee is to give a speech qualifying themselves for the office under election, individually to the IFC legislative board.
a. During this time the remaining candidates will wait outside of the room

5. After the conclusion of all the candidates speeches the IFC legislative board will, in privacy, compose questions to help determine the qualifications the candidates.

6. Each candidate is to be brought in individually to answer the questions established by the IFC legislative board
a. The questions created by the IFC legislative board are not to be individualized for a particular candidate.
7. Following the conclusion of questions and responses, all candidates must exit the room while the IFC legislative board deliberates and votes.
8. All votes must be taken in the form of a written ballot.

a. The IFC President will tally all votes, which will be checked by the IFC advisor. In the event of a re-election for IFC president the Vice President for Activities will tally all votes for president.
 

ARTICLE VII

Committees

Section I

The Vice President may create such committees, temporary or permanent, as it deems necessary.

 

Section II

 

Each committee shall be composed of a chairman and at least one delegate from each recognized IFC chapter or colony.

 

Section III

 

The chairman shall be prepared to report on the activities of the committee and may be required to attend the IFC Executive Council meetings.

 

Section IV

 

            Committee chairman shall be appointed by the IFC President.

 

ARTICLE VIII

Quorum

 

Section I

 

Quorum must be obtained prior to conducting any official IFC business. Quorum shall consist of 50 percent plus one, of all verified IFC presidents and/or delegates. 

 

 

ARTICLE X
Chapter Rosters

Section I

Chapter Rosters are essential to the day-to-day business and enforcement of the IFC policies

Section II


There are two chapter rosters used.

1. An active member roster is kept within the Student Activities office database. IFC members are expected to update this roster by the commencement of the second regularly scheduled IFC meeting. This active member roster will be used by the IFC for the course of the semester. Failure to do so will result in a suspension of all recognized IFC chapter or colony rights until this roster is updated and confirmed by the IFC staff advisor and IFC Activities Vice President.

2. The Membership Recruitment Guidelines are required to be submitted to the Student Activities Office the Monday after rush week. Two Weeks post rush week a finalized New Member roster must be turned in to Vice President of Finance and Records.  This new member roster will be used by the IFC for the course of the semester. Failure to do so will result in suspension of all IFC member rights until this roster is updated and confirmed by the IFC staff advisor and IFC Activities Vice President.

ARTICLE IX

Finance 

Section I

 

A.     The IFC will be financed by dues paid by the member chapters and colonies.

1.      Dues will be billed to each recognized IFC chapter or colony at the regularly scheduled IFC meeting following a roster turn in date.  An updated budget and balance sheet is also presented each time.



a. Dues to IFC shall be set at a rate of $6.00 per active brother; $4.00 per new members.



b. Dues will be assessed at the second regularly scheduled IFC meeting during the Fall and Spring semesters.

2.      All dues must be paid to the Vice President of Finance and Records within two weeks of billing to avoid a late fee of ten percent, compounded weekly, indefinitely.

3.      Any fraternity, which fails to pay dues by the commencement of the fourth meeting since billing, will automatically have all IFC voting, social and rush rights suspended until dues are paid.

 

B.     All checks written by the Vice President of Finance and Records shall be approved or countersigned by the President and/or Greek advisor. 

ARTICLE X

Rush

Section I

The rush vice president or rush committee shall update and distribute written rush rules for every new semester. Rush rules must be voted on and passed by last meeting of semester prior to taking effect, or rush is suspended indefinitely until an IFC meeting can be convened and a set of rush rules can be passed.
 

 

ARTICLE X1
Academics 

Section I  See By-Law relating to Academics

ARTICLE XII
Intramural Sports

Section I

Any person participating in intramural sports and representing a fraternity must be a registered undergraduate and must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA and be enrolled in at least three credits at George Mason University, be an active brother, and be listed on the active chapter roster through IFC.

Section II


Fraternity intramural sports rosters are crosschecked with chapter-submitted active member and new member rosters by the Activities Vice President to ensure compliance with IFC policy. 
 

ARTICLE XIII
Conduct

 

Section I

A.     Any fraternity or member(s) thereof that degrade(s) any aspect of the IFC Constitution, By-Laws, or standing policies shall be brought before the Judicial Board for a review of their conduct, and the fraternity, or member thereof shall be disciplined accordingly.

B.     Refer to IFC Risk Management Policy
C. 
   Refer to Judicial By-Laws

D.     Refer to Student Activities Guidelines for Membership Recruitment

E.      Refer to current Rush Rules

ARTICLE XIV
Amendments

Section I

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Legislative Board, but only after the proposed amendment has been announced and distributed in writing at a prior meeting.

 

Section II

 

The enactment of this Constitution makes void any previous Constitution of the IFC.

 

Section III

 

The enforcement of the provisions of this Constitution is the direct responsibility of each member fraternity.  Failure of compliance with, or to the execution thereof, these Articles will result in appropriate disciplinary action.

ARTICLE XV
Administrative Procedures

Section I

Failure to comply with any deadline date established by the IFC Executive Council with regard to the submission of any lists deemed necessary by the Executive Council will result in a fifty-dollar fine.
